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N  the  prefent  great  cera  of  reform ,  when  unjuft  governments  are  falling  in  every 
quarter  of  Europe ,  when  religious  perfection  is  compiled  to  abjure  her  tyranny  over 
confcience ;  when  the  rights  of  men  are  afcer tained in  tieory ,  and  that  theory  JubJt an- 
tinted  by  practice ;  when  antiquity  can  no  longer  defend  abfurd  and  oppreffve  forms 
cgainft  the  common  fenft  and  common  inter  efts  of  manfmd  >  when  all  government  is 
acknowledged  to  originate  from  the  people ,  and  to  be  ft  far  only  obligatory  as  it  pro - 
tells  their  rights  and  promotes  their  welfare ;  We  think  it  our  duty ,  as  Irifhrnen, 
to  come  forward,  and ft  ate  what  we  feel  to  be  our  h'avy  grievance,  and  what  we 
•  £ncw  to  be  its  effectual  remedy . 

-  We  have  no  national  government  —We  are  ruled  by  Englijhmen , 
end  tie fervants  oj  Englishmen,  whofe  ohjebl  is  the  in' er  eft  of  another  country ,  whofe 
irfirument.  is  corruption,  and  whofe  ft rength  is  the  weaknefs  of  Ireland',  and  theft 
men  have  the  whole  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  country  as  means  to  Jeduce 
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end  to  fubdue  the  honefty  and  the  fpirit  oft  her  reprtfentativei  in  the  hgiflature. — 

Such  an  extrinfic  power ,  aiding  with  uniform  force  ii  a  direction  too  frequently  op- 
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fofite  to  the  true  line  of  our  obvious  in  ter  efts,  can  be  refilled  with  ejfetd  fbffy  by 
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Unanimity,  decifion  and  fpirit  in  the  people, —  qualities  which  may  be  exerted 
itnofl  legally,  confutation  ally  and  efftccicioufly ,  by  that  great  meofure  eftential  to  the 
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i$r$eritj  and  freedom  of  Ireland— AN  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION  OF 
(-  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  IN  PARLIAME  A. 

We  do  not  here  mention  as  gi  ievances,  the  rejeffior,  cf  a  place-bill.,  of  a  penf on- 
filh  of  a  refponfibility-bili \  the  file  of  peer  ages  in  one  houje,  the  corruption  pub- 
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icily  avowed  in  the  other,  nor  the  notorious  infatny  of  botough  traffick  between 

othy  mt  that  we  are  inftnfblewf  their  enormity,  but  that  we  confuLr  them  as 
'  -  -  * 

t  fymptoms  of  that  mortal  difeafe  which  corrodes  the  vitals  of  our  confitutwn , 
d  leaves  to  the  people ,  in  their  own  government ,  but  the  fhadow  of  a  name . 


Imprejfed  with  theft  u ve  have  agreed  to  form  an  ajfociation ,  to  be  called 
THE  SOCIETT  OF  UNIJtE  IRISHMEN:  and  we  do  pledge  ourfelves  fa 
our  country ,  and  mutually  to  kch  other ,  that  we  will  Jleadily  fupport ,  and  endea- 
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w&r  by  all  due  means  to  carry  into  efl'edl  the  following  Refolutions  : 

Fir  ft,  Refolved ,  the  weght  of  Engl  if  influence  in  the  government  cf  this 

country  is  fo  great,  as  ti  require  a  cordial  union  among  all  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  maintain  that  balance  which  is  efential  to  the  prefer  vat  ion 
of  our  liberties  and  the\extenflon  of  our  commerce .  : 

Second.  That  the  foie  conflimional  mode  by  which  this  influence  can  be  oppofed ,  is  by 
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a  complete  and  radical  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament . 

Third.  no  reform  is  ptaBicable ,  efficacious  or  juft,  which  fall  not  include 

Iriftimen  ^  every  reliflous.  perfuaflon. 

Satisfied,  as  we  are ,  that  the  intejline  diviflons'.  among  Irifljmen  have  too  often, 
given  encouragement  and  imptnity  to  profligate ,  audacious  and  corrupt  adminift rati¬ 
ons  in  meafures  which ,  but  for  thefe  diviflons ,  durft  not  have  attempted }  we 
fubmit  our  refolutions  to  the  nation ,  tfj*  the  bafts  of  our  political  faith  t 


We  have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  root  of  the  evil ;  we  have  fated 
what  we  conceive  to  be  the  remedy . — With  a  parliament  thus  reformed ,  every  thing 
ftz/y  >  without  it,  nothing  can  be  done :  And  we  do  call  on  and  mofl  earneftly  ex - 
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/for/  countrymen  in  general  to  follow  our  example,  and  to  form  flmilar  focieties 
in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom ,  for  the  promotion  of  conftitutional  knowledge » 
the  abolition  of  bigotry  in  religion  and  politicks,  and  the  equal  diflribution  of  the 
rights,  of  man  throng,  u!  Jeff  and  denominations  of'  Irijhmen .  ^Tuepeople,  wA , 
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thus  collected,  will  feel  their  own  weight,  and  fecure  that  power  which  theory  h  * 
already  admitted  as  their  portion,  and  which,  if  they  he  not  aroufed  by  their  prej  f 
provocations  to  vindicate  it,{  they  deferve  to  forfeit  their  pretenflons  for  eve  j 
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Signed  by  Order  oil  the  Society  of  United  Iriftimen  of  Belfaft* 


Oct.  1791, 


ROBERT  SIMMS,  Secretar 
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